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Position Statement of the Inter-American Psychological Society (SIP) on the 
Migration Policies Currently Imposed hy the Trump Administration 


Considering that: 

I. the Inter-American Psychological Society (SIP) has as one of its objectives to 
contribute to international understanding through the broadest understanding 
of cultural differences and encounters beyond national boundaries. 

II. one of the areas with the highest degree of understanding and acceptance among 
SIP members of the countries to which they belong is represented in article 3 of 
the International Convention on the Rights of the Child, quote: "In all measures 
concerning children taken by public or private institutions of social welfare, 
courts, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, a primary consideration 
to be addressed will be the best interests of the child." 

III. SIP recognizes that irregular migration to the United States of America is multi- 
causal and forced mainly by violence, insecurity, poverty and also by family 
reunification. 

SIP expresses its deep concern and strong opposition to the migration policies 
imposed by the current Trump administration that deny the most fundamental 
human rights of people crossing the US border seeking refuge and asylum. 

In particular, SIP is concerned about the separation of family groups and its 
psychosocial consequences. Although the policy of separating children from their 
parents has been reversed by executive order, thousands of children continue to be 
separated and held in detention centers. 

SIP categorically rejects the policy ordered by the Presidency of the United States of 
America to separate migrant children from their parents due to the following 
reasons: 

1. The policy is a violation of human rights and international law since it does 
not adhere to the principle of the best interests of the child, his/her well¬ 
being and his/her life with his/her family. 

2. The policy carried out even with infants and children with disabilities, 
generates experiences of stress and fear as a result of the separation process. 
After decades of scientific research, the accumulated evidence unequivocally 
demonstrates that traumatic events during childhood, derived from parental 
separation, have negative and long-term neuropsychological, psycho- 
emotional, social and behavioral consequences. 



